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We are fortunate to be ||.
led by an inspirational
|| leader like Vidya Ma’am.
Il Ourrole model has
revealed her work-life
balance mantras
through her blog. Don’t
miss reading it....
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‘The Best ways to strike a Work Life Balance' k
Blog By: Dr. Vidya Yerawdekar

[ have been working for more than three decades now and during my journey I came
across several challenges, like many other women who work. Throughout my
journey the one thought that kept urging me to move forward was that [ have to
uphold the ideals and realise the dream of my father Prof. Dr. S. B. Mujumdar the
founder of Symbiosis. His journey too has been a saga of challenges but he never
compromised. He sought ways to overcome these challenges. To not compromise
on certain things like ethics, excellence and inclusion, and yet achieve success, was
something that was a great learning for me as his daughter. He led Symbiosis by also
giving time to the family. For me, as a woman, it becomes even tougher to strike
the right balance between one’s work life and personal life. Let me share a few of

the lessons that | have learnt on my path, which incidentally I'm walking even now.

. Prioritize all that you have to do in a day: A day will have only 24 hours! Though
the number of tasks that you have to accomplish in a day may be many, yet the time
that you get to fulfill them will remain the same. Hence, it is imperative that you
gauge the value of the task that you are taking up. On the other side if you have to
omit a certain task from your list or are unable to attend to it, do think of the
repercussion it may have on your personal or professional life. Many times as
women, we try to multitask. This is a good quality that women have, but in these
multiple tasks that we have to do, it’s best to prioritise!

. Maintain a calendar: A hectic schedule demands that you maintain a calendar not
only for professional reasons but also for personal. It is as important to remember
the date and time of a meeting as it is to remember a friend’s birthday. Maintaining
a calendar also helps you to refer to the past work that you have done or an event

that has happened in your personal life.
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Make decisions inclusive: The key to the success of Symbiosis has been ‘ inclusion
and de-centralisation. Every decision taken in Symbiosis has emanated out of
discussions that are done with Directors of institutes and other stakeholders. It’s
best to de-centralise and give autonomy to people who work with you, only then do
they feel a sense of belongingness. The same is true with family members. It’s best
to leave certain decisions of your family, to your children. They may go wrong, but
they will be happy that the decision taken was theirs!

Never say “I can’t”: This has also been learning that I have drawn from my father.
He has always been a leader who leads from the front and does not have the words
‘Not Possible’ in his dictionary. [ have also believed in this strategy. When you put
in your best and work hard, there is nothing in the world that is impossible to do.
It’s best to imbibe this spirit to achieve success in whatever you do personally and
professionally. Your employees and family members will respect you for this
quality.

. Accept Failures: Sometimes it is okay not to win. Never make it an ego battle.
Sometimes, losing one battle may lead to winning the war! We always prepare
ourselves for success, but in life, nothing is guaranteed. Failures also teach you a lot.
So do not feel disheartened with failures.

I have practised all these 5 attributes mentioned above and this has helped me
immensely to maintain a work-life balance. I am a daughter, a mother and now a
grandmother too. I have tried to perform each of my roles to the best of my abilities.
[ also have a healthy friend circle. These friends are my stress busters!

In my professional journey at Symbiosis, every incident has been a great teacher. |
have learnt a lot and evolved into a better person. My role at Symbiosis has only

urged me to do more and has helped me grow as a better human being.




Sarthak Ostwal

ACHIEVEMENTS

Shwetark Kulkarni stood first in
India in the Microsoft Office
Specialist World Championship
and is now a part of the Indian
team. He has recently passed out
of Symbiosis Secondary School.
This team will represent India on
the international stage in the US.

Miheeka Belapurkar of 6D
participated in the international
reading contest, ‘VERSO TO
RECTO’, organised by Sanjay
Ghodawat International School
between 1st and 31st July. She
secured the first place in Spanish
and Marathi languages and the
second place in English language.
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Pren read by Su' Mandake
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Recycling Plastic at Home
Aarav Shirolr and Aarush Shirole - Std 2.

| We have made a chopping board and coasters by using ' (&
shampoo bottles, caps of different colours of medicine
bottles, old plastic containers etc. We first made a base of
white colour scrap and then we made a design on paper and
started placing the different colour bottle caps on the base
to show the clouds, flowers and grass. We then made cut outs
of the stem and leaves and placed everything according to
our design. Finally, we put the tray on which we made all this,
into the oven till it melted.




GOLD MEDAL WINNERS

Anabhita Jog - STD 7
Esha Mundada - STD 7
Arnav Sheth - STD 7
Pratham Jaipuriya - STD 7
Siddharth Kulkarni - STD 7

SILVER MEDAL WINNERS

Prithvi Bansal - STD 6

Aditya Raghu - STD 7
Aditya Sayanekar - STD 7
Rama Mandake - STD 8

BRONZE MEDAL WINNERS

Anish Bhirud - STD 6
Yug Mohta - STD 7
Ojas Awate - STD 7

Yuvraaj Shah -STD 7

Anahita Paranjpe - STD 7
Swara Ambekar - STD 8
Revant Mahajan - STD 8

Tej Oak - STD 8
Radha Kulkarni - STD 8




HIND! BANDWRITING COMPETTTION RESHLT

5A 5B
Riddhama Patil - 1st Piya Shah - 1st
Anika Kore - 2nd Aarya Kanade - 2nd
Zeeshan Shaikh - 3rd Aria Dahibhate - 3rd
Soham Jathar - 3rd
5C 5D
Simi Kothawade - 1st Soham Joshi - 1st
Kanan Bafna - 2nd Aarya Mitragotri — 2nd
Divisha Laddha - 3rd Vivaan Pawar - 3rd

Abheer Nandpure - 1st Anish Bhirud - 1st
Aabha Gajankush - 2nd Riddhima Joshi - 2nd
Akshita Bharti - 3rd Tanayaa Abhyankar - 3rd
e e
Shlok Soni - 1st Riya Khangaonkar - 1st
Vidula Deshmukh - 2nd Asmi Madane - 2nd
Saee Bontadkar - 3d Leisha Kshatriya - 3rd

Gayatri Moghe — 3rd

Vedant Mahajan - 1st Arnav Laddha - 1st
Sonakshi Awankar - 2nd Nitya Bhat - 2nd
Saee Borhade - 3d Aditi Kulkarni - 3rd
< 7/
Amogh Bhosale - 1st Vedika Banpurkar - 1st
Preksha Naik - 2nd Arnav Suryavanshi - 2nd
Prutah Bahirat - 3rd Reva Pathak - 3rd

Rishit Pudkey - 3rd
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HIND! BANDWRITING COMPETTTION RESHLT

8A 8B
Kabeer Bakshi - 1st Ananya Desai - 15t
Aryan Mutha - 2nd
Ishani Abhyankar - 3rd

8C 8D
Shreyasi Erande - 1st Akshat - 1st
Aarya Tandale - 2nd Ananya Anbhule - 2nd

Radha Kulkarni - 3rd

Bela Purandare - 1st Devica Sumant - 1st
Madhushree Hajarnavis — 2nd Nikita Maharoa - 2nd
Mahi Mutha - 3rd Avani Jaju - 3rd

Riya Ghare - 1st Siddhi Bhangade - 1st
Sharvari Vartikar - 2nd Sahil Shaikh - 2nd
Avadhoot Mohite - 3rd

Ishani Kadam - 1st Aditi Gadkari - 1st
Mayuri Gadgil - 2nd Sharanya Sakorkar - 2nd
Aarya Devarchetti - 3rd

Palak Bhattad - 1st Anushree Deshmukh - 1st
Nidhi Satkar - 2nd Esha Wagh - 2nd
Pari Shah - 3rd Bhagyashree Kulkarni - 3rd

Arya Dhamale - 3rd
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Std 5,6,7 Activity
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This year Teacher's Day was celebrated by Std 3 students, online, in
a very unusual way. They had invited their class teachers with very
attractive e-invitation cards requesting them to join a special online (¥

-

Y S

session on the 5th of September, a Sunday, fo mark and celebrate ‘\.-
this day. One of the students hosted the program in which a lovely ¥
. compilation of individual videos was played. The children had ? e |
' expressed their love for their class teacher and also spoke about the ;‘» =
best experiences they had this year. The efforts taken by parents to ‘
make the individual videos, was commendable. The students had
indeed spared no effort in bringing a smile to their teacher's face and

the program ended with a sweet exchange of emojis and virtual hugs.

Thank you, children !
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Every year, we celebrate Teacher's Day. But this year's teacher's day was
exceptional and will be the most memorable as well.

Our dear students had really taken tremendous efforts. It was a really big
surprise. Some students sang, danced, gave speeches, they had made lovely
greeting cards with heart-touching quotes written on them, some had written
poems and a few recited poems written by famous authors. Some had also made
PPTs for us. And when the entire planned show was over, there were still many
who wanted to do something to show their gratitude.

It was emotional and all the teachers were overwhelmed with joy. It did not
feel like the distance has caused loss of warmth as we all felt the attachment
and love. The programme ended with tears of appreciation from all the teachers
of Std 5.

17
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Enthusiasm and festivity marked the Teachers' Day celebration at Symbiosis
School. Despite the new normal, this year also, to make the teachers feel special,
a short virtual celebration, was organised by the students, in which they engaged
themselves in unbridled capacity to show love, admiration and respect to their
teachers through songs, dance and by conveying their regards.

The programme started by welcoming all the teachers, followed by prayers. A
video compilation of photos of teachers was played followed by various
performances by students, along with beautiful speeches. A short quiz was
arranged for the teachers. Our Head Mistress, Mrs Veena Havanurkar, lauded
the teachers for their commitment to education, dedication and sincere efforts.
The program ended with a vote of thanks which was given by students.

It was a novice experience that taught us how a program can be successfully
compiled and completed in the situation of constant instability due to the
prevailing pandemic.

w gase va o ol of Enowledge this yeos. Enosledge that is ceuy

st and this Enoriledge s, qoing Lo heffs us whatesss oun

goal . @ the teachees gose us fust the cathusiasm ve needed in

s 3t eally dould be o cey Boving o i you Lachees

we. S das Gery good and wfeesking dhen
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Sunday, 5th September, 2021, was a red-letter day for the teachers of Std 7.
Little did they expect that an amazing program, planned, scripted, arranged (in
total secrecy) and flawlessly executed by their dear students, was in store for
them. The wonderful program that spanned more than two hours, left teachers
feeling emotional and grateful for being blessed with such wonderful students.
The program had everything- ranging from creative PPTs, wonderful poems and
moving speeches to melodious songs, graceful dances and fun-filled trivia and
games for teachers. It is not an exaggeration to say that it was the best and most
enjoyable Teachers' Day celebration that the teachers had ever been blessed to
be a part of.
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STD 8
y” 5th of September - birth Anniversary of Dr. Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan, is an
M auspicious day in the life of every feacher.
™ On Teachers' Day, a special event for teachers was celebrated by Std 8.

Students had made wonderful preparations and had organized an entertainment
show for teachers where variety entertainment programme, talent show, riddles
played a key role. The show was a great success as the children enjoyed
showcasing their talent and organizational skills.

' Teachers' day is one of the most memorable days in the life of a teacher and a
student. A teacher is the eternal guru and guide whose firm and loving grooming
has shaped generations. To show gratitude and honour the hard work of the
teachers, Std IX students celebrated Teachers' Day virtually on 5"September.
Our students surprised us by presenting speeches, games and fun filled activities.
They thanked Veena Ma'am, Bharati Ma'am and all the secondary teachers by ¥
presenting an innovative PowerPoint presentation. Teachers along with the
students had a wonderful time.

VEENA MA'AM
THANK YOU! TR LTS

ENLICHTENIOT

ppy Tea:

DBoetter than thousand days
O diligent Study s one day
WHth o ogrear 1L ANCHER

. FHAPPY: -
TEACHER'S DAY

% FROM - ST 9
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Teachers Day was celebrated online by the students of Std 10 on 5™
September '21. It was indeed a great surprise arranged for the teachers by
students. The students enacted a hilarious skit and gave amazing speeches.
Sharanya Sakorkar played the guitar and sang a song. The cherry on the cake
was the amazing sketches of teachers made by Sashreek Rewatkar.

r 3
¥r
m“m teacher, one

book, one pen can change the
~ world il
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Children of Standard IT
enjoyed making creative and
attractive eco- friendly Lord

Ganesha representations,

using leaves and flowers of
different colours, shapes and|
sizes. \_

\

23



SYMBIOSIS SCHOOL §5> g
| SEPTEMBER - 21 J) =

STD3 &4 ‘Modak Making’

¥ * Children enjoyed the entire programme thoroughly as they were
3

excited to make their own nutritious modaks. The program started
with a prayer to Lord Ganesha. Our Headmistress inaugurated the
program by lighting a lamp. This was followed by ‘Modak Making

‘[/

N

Activity' and the program concluded with Ganapati Aarti.
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‘Ganesha - Role Play’

On 4™ September, Ganesha activity was conducted in Std 5. The
agenda was to show the six values that we learn from Bappa-
determination, creativity, equality, humility, wisdom and respect.

was a great success. They danced, narrated, sang, acted, prepared
PPts, even made craft items. The values were so well absorbed by our
little stars that we also saw an immense change in their behaviour.

6 groups were made, each group showcased wonderful, exemplary
team work and also brought to light their ability to identify each
other's strengths and assign work with a lot of co-operation.

K
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Children had beautifully performed their act and the entire program &=
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'GARLAND MAKING ACTIVITY

Flowers are one of the mesmerising gifts that nature provides us with.
On the occasion of Ganesh Festival, Std 6 students showed their
creative sides by making garlands taking into account the beauty of
these gifts. The students displayed their artistic talent in an
enjoyable environment under the guidance of class teachers, Namrata
Md'am, Ramesh Bahmane Sir and Vasiahali Ma'am. They were able to
present extremely innovative ideas and made pretty flowers with a € ¥
limited number of resources. The amount of effort and the presence

« of mind the students showed during the activity was impressive, and
resulted in an array of breath-taking pieces of craft-work.
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STD 7 ‘Ganpati Decoration - Making Activity'

’ l‘L "~ With Ganesh Chaturthi being right around the corner, the
'\, students and tfeachers of Std 7 met virtually for a Ganpati
Decoration - Making Activity session on Saturday, 4™ September,
2021. Some DIY decoration tips and tricks were demonstrated by
teachers, using a variety of easily-available home supplies.
Children eagerly tried their hands at the same, and were excited
to be able to use their own creative handiwork to spruce up their €%
homes to welcome Bappa. The activity was both productive and

S fun-filled.

27
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STD 9 '‘Ganpati Decoration - Making Activity’

v

Gg . Ganpati Platform Decoration Activity was conducted for Std
' 9. Using their creative minds, children came up with
| interesting ideas to decorate the pooja plate, fruit plate,

£ > incense stick stand in a unique way. They also made innovative &8s

garlands, wall hangings, lotus, rangolis etc. Children f
thoroughly enjoyed the activity.

28




Ganpati Decoration Activity

An eco-friendly Ganpati Decoration Activity was conducted
= for students of Std 10 on 4™ September '21. The students®
enjoyed the activity and enthusiastically participated in it.

They came up with fabulous and amazing ideas of eco-friendly
decoration.

29
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LIVE LAB SESSION - STD 6 AND 7

)/‘ Everything is theoretically impossible, until it is done.’
- Robert A. Heinlein

This month, a live Lab Session was conducted in Std 6 and std 7 on the
chapters Magnets and Acids Bases and Salts respectively. In this session,
many experiments were conducted and explained to ensure that the students
would be able to grasp each and every concept in depth. We did not just make
the students memorize the facts but also made them think and understand
things with respect to the world around them. Students found the session
interesting and helpful; they were also seen to be developing their scientific
thinking. They cleared their doubts without any hesitation.




HANDS ON - ACTIVITY
STD 5 AND 6

FACTORS OF A NUMBER
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MATHEMATICS

Mathematics is at its best when put into practice. Thus, the students of Std I |
enjoyed the activities on the topics Addition and Numbers, boosting their

confidence in understanding the concepts.
I | B8 '
1N n:
| \ |

g e R o

ACTIVITY

MATH

ACTIVITY
2

33



T T L
o Q¥¥’;Ei.g;'
@ SYMBIOSIS SCHOOL &ng =

SEPTEMBER - 21

Std 1

EVS ACTIVITY

Be it home or outdoors, rules are what keep us safe and disciplined,
and it is easiest to implement when learnt at an early age. This
activity was conducted to make the children aware of the traffic
signs which we use in our daily life, while walking or driving.

Rose Sunﬂowcr
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Std 1
ENGLISH ACTIVITY

An activity on the Grammar topic 'Gender' was conducted for the
students of Std I. It was an amazing experience to watch these tiny
tots engrossed in making their activity creative and attractive.

Sunflower
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Students of Std 3 enjoyed the Science Food Chain Activity in which @
- they used a craft-based idea to make a paper chain with locks.
‘ They stuck various pictures of plants, herbivores and carnivores on & -,
the locks in correct order, to represent the food chain found int £ y
nature.
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k2 Std-5, International Day Peace Activity

Each year International Day of Peace is observed around the world on 21s*
September. To encourage our students to build a culture of peace, an activity
was organized. They had made beautiful handcrafted bookmarks and had
written an inspiring quote on promoting peace.

f':' Tal 3
“ l" F‘:/wﬂ" .1
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Yes, Your Majesty!

Young students are always fascinated by stories of the king and queen, prince
and princess. So, we decided to have this as a theme for our month-end activity.
In order to look noble, students of Std 5 had made beautiful crowns. They
pretended to be an aristocrat and were happy to flaunt their crowns throughout |

the session.

37



K%, SYMBIOSIS SCHOOL §5> 2o,
- SEPTEMBER - 21 S) I 3

STD 7 MONTH END MAKEOVER.....

MONTH END MAKEOVER - HAT DAY

From fedoras and cowboy hats to caps and bucket hats - the students of Std 7
donned different headgears for the Month -end Makeover. I+ was a fun theme
that kept everyone smiling through the day.

38



